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Message Text 
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PAGE 01 WELLIN 01857 190007Z 
ACTION EA-09 

INFO OCT-OI ISO-00 AID-05 CIAE-00 COME-00 EB-07 FRB-OI 
INR-07 NSAE-00 USIA-15 TRSE-00 XMB-04 OPIC-06 
SP-02 LAB-04 EPG-02 SIL-01 OMB-OI NSC-05 SS-I5 
STR-04 CEA-01 /090 W 

190959Z 073050/13 

R 1805I2ZMAY 77 
FM AMEMBASSY WELLINGTON 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 3219 

UNCLAS WELLINGTON 1857 

E.O. 1 1652: N/A 

TAGS: EFIN, EGEN, ECON, ETRN 

SUBJECT: GNZ INCREASES RAIL FRIEGHT CHARGES 

1 . ON MAY 15 RAIL AND RAIL FERRY CHARGES ROSE BY AN 
AVERAGE OE ABOUT NINE PERCENT. ACCORDING TO THE ACTING 
MINISTER OF RAILWAYS, MR MCCREADY, WHO ANNOUNCED THE INCREASE, 

IT WAS A GRADUATED INCREASE WITHIN THE TARIFE RESTRUCTURING 
UNDERTAKEN LAST JUE. 

2. THE MINIMUM RATING DISTANCE INCREASED FROM 50 KM 

TO 65 KM, RESULTING IN SHORT-HAUL COSTS RISING EROM ABOUT 
8.5 TO 12 PERCENT, DEPENDING ON COMMODITY AND DISTANCE. 

INCREASES FOR LONGER DISTANCES RANGE FROM ABOUT 2 PERCENT TO 
A MAXIMUM OF 12.5 PERCENT. 

3. INCREASES OF UP TO 12.5 PERCENT APPLY TO SMALL LOTS 

OF GOODS TRAFFIC, MISCELLANEOUS CHARGES, SUCH AS THOSE FOR 
STORAGE AND HANDLING, AND TO THE RAIL FERRY CHARGES FOR GOODS 
CONVEYED IN RAILWAY WAGONS AND COMMERCIAL VEHICLES 
(LOADED AND EMPTY). 

4. THE FREIGHT INCREASES ARE EXPECTED TO SUPPLEMENT 
GOODS REVENUE BY NEARLY $18 MILLION THIS FINANCIAL YEAR, 
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AND $20 MILLION IN A FULL YEAR. 
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